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THIRD SECTOR NEWS 

 

 

ON BEHALF OF TRANSPORT SCOTLAND: ISLANDS CONNECTIVITY PLAN 

ENGAGEMENT 

 

Representatives of Transport Scotland will be in Shetland next week to host small group 

workshops and drop-in sessions as part of their Islands Connectivity Plan engagement. 

With lots of opportunities planned for the coming months, you can now book for the 

following events: 

 

 Lerwick – Monday 4 March 

 Sumburgh – Tuesday 5 March 

 Yell – Wednesday 6 March (TBC) 

 Whalsay – Thursday 7 March 

 Brae – Friday 8 March 

 

Pre-booking is required for the small group workshops. More details and links to pre-

book at https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/ferries/islands-connectivity-

plan/#76196 
 

Drop-in sessions where you can ask questions and share feedback more informally will 

also be available. No booking is needed for the drop-in sessions. 

 

The Public Consultation for Islands Connectivity Plan – Strategic Approach Paper and 

Vessels and Ports Plan is now open until 3 May 2024. The Paper is available to view 

here.  
 

 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/ferries/islands-connectivity-plan/#76196
https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/ferries/islands-connectivity-plan/#76196
https://www.transport.gov.scot/consultation/public-consultation-for-islands-connectivity-plan-strategic-approach-paper-and-vessels-and-ports-plan/
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NATIONAL CENTRE FOR RESILIENCE WATER RELATED ISSUES SURVEY 
 
The National Centre for Resilience (NCR) are looking to gather your input and knowledge of the 
water-related issues facing communities across Scotland.  

 Does your community or area have issues with too much or too little water? 

 What challenges do you face when planning for, responding to and recovering 
from significant water-related events? 

With the collected information NCR are looking to invite respondents to an event in March which 
will bring together community members, practitioners and academics to discuss potential 
projects or gaps in knowledge.  
 

 
CALLING ALL ENVIRONMENTAL FUNDRAISERS – SURVEY ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
FUNDING CHALLENGES 
 
The Environmental Funders Network (greenfunders.org) is inviting all fundraisers to contribute to 
their research. They are interested in your experience when applying for environmental grants 
and want to highlight any good practices among grantmakers.  
 

 
On behalf of Shetland Islands Council and NHS Shetland 
 
FEEDBACK ON DRAFT JOINT SHETLAND ISLANDS COUNCIL AND NHS SHETLAND 
BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE (BSL) PLAN REQUESTED 
Deadline: 7 March 2024 
 
Shetland Islands Council and NHS Shetland are asking for your views on the Draft BSL Plan for 
Shetland. All comments and feedback are welcomed on the contents of the Plan. Click here to 
access the draft Plan and see the many ways you can provide feedback. 
 

 
On behalf of Social Security Scotland 
 
DROP IN SESSIONS: MARKET HOUSE, LERWICK 
Social Security Scotland can provide you with information on all benefits currently available. You 
can book an appointment with a Client Support Adviser by contacting Social Security Scotland 
free on 0800 182 2222 or by webchat. For more information on their benefits, please see 
www.socialsecurity.gov.scot/benefits 
 
Social Security Scotland will be holding information sessions at Market House every Friday, 
between 2pm and 4pm (except for 15th March) to raise awareness of their benefits and provide 
information on their Local Delivery service. Information will be provided on all benefits currently 
available, including Adult Disability Payment.  
 
The Shetland Local Delivery Team will be on hand to tell you about the benefits they deliver and 
how to access the support they provide at your home, in the local community or on either video 
or phone calls. People in every Local Authority, including Shetland can book an appointment 
with a Client Support Adviser by contacting Social Security Scotland free on 0800 182 2222. 
For more information on Social Security Scotland benefits, please 
see www.socialsecurity.gov.scot/benefits or www.mygov.scot/benefits 
 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/25KWWMG
https://tsimoray.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e0a75f930db00734283afc7d&id=a416362438&e=addad9b3aa
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfaiPMtD7Cm0Q1dKg5otLttrGU3uTPR9RBdCkR5RbsWBAtqMg/viewform?mc_cid=d458716f74&mc_eid=5d79e7f37e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfaiPMtD7Cm0Q1dKg5otLttrGU3uTPR9RBdCkR5RbsWBAtqMg/viewform?mc_cid=d458716f74&mc_eid=5d79e7f37e
https://www.greenfunders.org/
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/bsl
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/bsl
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/bsl
http://www.socialsecurity.gov.scot/benefits
http://www.socialsecurity.gov.scot/benefits
http://www.mygov.scot/benefits
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CHANGES TO VAT ON ENERGY SAVING MEASURES 
 
A change that has been made to the VAT rules for energy saving measures. The VAT rate for 
certain measures has been revised to 0%, effective from 1 Feb 2024, and buildings that are 
solely used for a relevant charitable purpose are included as eligible for this.  Find out more 
here. 
 
There are no changes to the VAT treatment of supplies of grant-funded installations of heating 
equipment, currently applied at the reduced rate of VAT (5%). You can read the full notice on 
the UK Government website.   
 

 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHARITY REGULATOR 

 
CHANGES TO CHARITY LAW AND THE WAY WE REGULATE 
Legislation was laid in the Scottish Parliament today to bring into effect (or ‘commence’) some of 
the changes contained in the Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Act 2023. 
These changes will take effect on 1 April 2024.  
 
OSCR has been working hard to make sure charities and the public get maximum benefit from 
the improvements these changes will bring. While there is no immediate action required on the 
part of charities or charity trustees, we want to make sure that the sector and those who advise it 
know what changes are coming up. Any relevant guidance on our website will be updated once 
the changes take effect. 
 

 
REPORT: LEARNING FROM OSCR’S INQUIRIES: FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT  
 
The report details ten key lessons to support good financial governance. Important themes for 
trustees are: 

 Financial controls and procedures need to be transparent, easily understood, and 
effectively used 

 All trustees should have a good understanding of how the charity’s finances work 
to ensure effective oversight and good collective financial decision-making 

 Communication is key, amongst staff and trustees, but also more widely when 
appropriate. 

 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-on-energy-saving-materials-and-heating-equipment-notice-7086
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQo66VARiFt8b9ASCz19Ic1bT6HYAW-oEAu7LDPrsS1GJ34FO1UDo-F0fVGKJ8WzQ
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/coming-soon-changes-to-charity-law-and-the-way-we-regulate/
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/nquiries-financial-management-/nmdp75/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
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RESOURCES 

 
SCVO NEW CHARITY LAW HUB 
The Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Act 2023 will mean important changes 
for all charities registered with OSCR. If you’d like to find out more, check out SCVO's new 
Charity Law hub and the recording of a recent webinar to see how the changes will affect your 
charity. 
 

 
YOUTHVIP - WEBSITE LAUNCH 
YouthVIP  have launched a new website! As part of their mission to get young people in 
Scotland volunteering, this site will be a central hub of tools, top-tips and support for young 
people looking to volunteer as well as organisations looking to help out.  
 

 
MEET THE MARKET PROGRAMME 
This programme is designed to help businesses in Scotland develop ways to reduce waste and 
increase sustainability by joining the circular economy. The programme consists of in-person 
workshops and online customer panels where businesses can test new ideas with potential 
customers. 
 

 
CHECKLIST FOR START-UPS - SETTING UP YOUR DIGITAL PRESENCE 
This checklist from Business Gateway explains how to set up a digital presence for your 
business. The information is aimed at start-ups that are getting ready to launch, but includes 
useful tips for any business seeking to establish a presence online. 
 

 
CLIMATE SPRINGBOARD SUPPORT PROGRAMME 
Net Zero by 2045 is fast approaching, is your business ready? Climate Springboard is a free 
business support programme for Scottish SMEs from any sector, where you will learn how the 
transition will impact your business and give you the tools to prepare. 
 

 
Community Engagement & System Redesign, Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS) 
 
ENGAGING WITH LGBT+ COMMUNITIES: WEBINAR RECORDING 
LGBT+ communities are a marginalised group often overlooked in healthcare. Engagement is 
essential in building systems and processes that include them and promote their health and 
wellbeing. This webinar shared examples of good practice when engaging with the LGBT+ 
community. 
 
NEW TOOL ADDED TO OUR ONLINE PARTICIPATION TOOLKIT: TALKING MATS 
Talking Mats is a visual communication framework which supports people with communication 
difficulties to express their feelings and views, including about what matters to them.   
 

 
On behalf of the Scottish Older People’s Assembly (SOPA) 
 
The February 2024 newsletter is now available to view. Click here to read the latest newsletter. 
 

  

https://scvo.scot/support/running-your-organisation/legislation/new-charity-law
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/on-legislation-new-charity-law/nmdp6k/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/on-legislation-new-charity-law/nmdp6k/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/v-qDlYyE7TJbs-feature-youtu-be/nmdp6n/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
https://www.youthvip.scot/
https://www.youthvip.scot/
https://ssl.cmadvantage.co.uk/34BCD718-CMP74CON108-RCP2I817O15-1-TRK2670ENT74-1-Z-Z-0-0-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z
https://ssl.cmadvantage.co.uk/34BCD718-CMP74CON108-RCP2I817O15-1-TRK2664ENT74-1-Z-Z-0-0-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z
https://edinburgh.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/climate-springboard-recruitment
https://www.hisengage.scot/events-list/14-february-2024-webinar/
https://www.hisengage.scot/events-list/14-february-2024-webinar/
https://www.hisengage.scot/equipping-professionals/participation-toolkit/talking-mats/
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3.spanglefish.com/s/31982/documents/newsletters/sopa-february-2024-newsletter.pdf
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On behalf of Digital Health and Care Scotland 

 

THE NEAR ME FINAL REPORT: USE OF VIDEO CONSULTATION IN SCOTLAND  

The report covers early use, the evolution of Attend Anywhere, the approach to co-

production, scale-up, developments, evaluation, and feedback. Click here and scroll 

down page to access the Final Report. 

 
 
BUSINESS ENERGY SCOTLAND WEBINAR RECORDING: COULD YOU HEAT YOUR 
BUSINESS FOR LESS WITH A HEAT PUMP? 

 Learn the basics of how heat pumps work. 

 Understand the benefits a heat pump provides (financial, operational, carbon). 

 See if a heat pump could be a potential energy saving solution for your business. 

 Find out typical installation costs including financial support from the Scottish 
Government. 

 Hear from businesses that have already taken action.  

 
CRANFIELD TRUST – WEBINAR LIBRARY 
The webinars have been developed to meet the needs of charities - from senior leaders, trustees 
and managers through to those aspiring to learn and develop their skills. They offer practical 
skills training, advice & guidance on key management topics in four areas: Leadership &strategic 
direction Performance & impact Financial management People management  
 

 
SOCIAL PROCUREMENT: A GUIDE FOR SOCIAL ENTERPRISES 
Social procurement is a powerful tool for corporations to leverage their purchasing power to drive 
positive social change.  
 

 
WEBINAR RECORDINGS - DTAS 
Development Trusts Association Scotland (DTAS) has a collection of training webinars to help 
explain asset transfers for local authorities and assets for people and place, run by the 
Community Ownership Support Service. These webinars are free and readily available to watch 
online. 
 

 
SCVO GOOD GOVERNANCE: PRACTICAL HINTS AND TIPS 
 
SCVO’sr January Good Governance webinar looked at how the Third Sector Governance Code 
and SCVO’s Good Governance Checkup have been reviewed and updated. SCVO’s new 
governance trainer was there to give her five top tips for trustees too and to highlight our training 
on: 

 Effective board meetings 

 Defining strategy, culture and values 

 Board and staff relationships 

  

https://tec.scot/workstreams/near-me#:~:text=The%20Near%20Me%20service%20gives,public%20is%20available%20at%20nearme.
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/e714edb67f21464991ab5b1e026d2869/recording/4dca2368d8734b419b523a3e55217cf2/watch?utm_campaign=268069_February%20Ezine%202024&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Business%20Energy%20Scotland&dm_i=7C0S,5QUD,1OFG9B,O21M,1
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/e714edb67f21464991ab5b1e026d2869/recording/4dca2368d8734b419b523a3e55217cf2/watch?utm_campaign=268069_February%20Ezine%202024&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Business%20Energy%20Scotland&dm_i=7C0S,5QUD,1OFG9B,O21M,1
https://businessenergyscotland-advice.org.uk/c/AQic8RQQpa4QGI_4sjAgxK_sAu1VmIokKv392Bw4us_kcIfGURbuE-LWSqipHaPkrG8d
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/cranfieldtrusttraining
https://www.socialinvestmentscotland.com/insights/social-procurement
https://dtascommunityownership.org.uk/resources/webinars
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQo66VARiFt8b9ASC0ltEcu2vYemIhJQzTI__tCsAbrOYPEnBVdwqglDW3WEStR1U
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQo66VARiFt8b9ASDY1s0cK0W8NocPWjqMS8onYqCt2pcTiI0-d-dJgGPHr2_m8vY
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQo66VARiFt8b9ASDZ1s0ci6y3Z6c2iL0FOLTIcDJ95u2Vyp_0KwXiTGrLYTnVtV8
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/watch-v-gCfZLQ-bmnA/nmdp7k/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/nning-effective-board-meetings/nmdp7n/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/ng-strategy-culture-and-values/nmdp7r/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/-board-and-staff-relationships/nmdp7v/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
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FORTHCOMING TRAINING AND EVENTS 

 
 
SCVO RUNNING VILLAGE AND COMMUNITY HALLS WEBINAR, THURSDAY 14 MARCH 12-
1PM, ONLINE 
Are you involved in running a village hall? Thinking about taking on a community space? At this 
FREE webinar, you'll learn how to make the most of SCVO's brand new Village and Community 
Halls handbook as they share advice, support and top tips on the day-to-day running of your 
community hall.   
 

 
SCCAN ANNUAL GATHERING - SURVIVING AND THRIVING, FRIDAY 22 MARCH 9:30AM-
4:30PM GLASGOW 
Scottish Communities Climate Action Network (SCCAN)'s annual gathering in Glasgow is well 
worth the trip... You'll have the opportunity to take part in interactive workshops, speeches, 
networking activities, and explore topics like place-based planning, power in the community, and 
communicating climate change! 
 

 
QUALITY STANDARDS IN VOLUNTEERING, THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2-3:30PM  
Volunteer Scotland invite you to join in this FREE workshop where they will discuss the Quality 
Standard and the Quality Pipeline, to provide you with more information on each product, the 
standards, process and the difference this can make to volunteers experience. 
 

 
ASSETS FOR PEOPLE AND PLACE TRAINING, STARTING THURSDAY 14 MARCH 10AM-
12:30PM, ONLINE 
Explore this webinar series covering all aspects of Asset Transfer, run by the Community 
Ownership Support Service and aimed at community groups. The free online programme will run 
throughout 2024 and will provide sessions on asset acquisition right through to asset 
management.  
 

 
WEBINAR: ‘MUSIC AS MEDICINE – USING PLAYLISTS IN PROCEDURES AND 
APPOINTMENTS FOR PATIENTS WITH DEMENTIA’, 27TH MARCH 2024, 10AM – 11AM 
Could you use music as medicine? If your work brings you into contact with people living with 
dementia, you might benefit from a free seminar detailing how to use meaningful music in 
dementia care. Join a webinar from Playlist for Life suitable for health professionals, social 
prescribers or people working in hospitals. 
 

 
PLAYLIST FOR LIFE AND INTERGENERATIONAL CONNECTIONS, WEDNESDAY 20TH 
MARCH 2024, 10:30AM - 12:00PM, ONLINE 
The session will offer a practical resource aimed at young people which talks about the process of 
finding songs for someone living with dementia, and the tools Playlist for Life can offer to help with 
this. And how we can make this truly intergenerational so that relationships are formed that are 
reciprocal and meaningful to both generations.  
 

 
SCOTTISH COMMUNITIES CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK (SCCAN) ANNUAL GATHERING, 
22 MARCH 
The SCCAN Annual Gathering will be taking place in Glasgow at Maryhill Burgh Halls and the 
theme this year is ‘Surviving and Thriving’. You’ll have the opportunity to hear from SCCAN 
members who are working in community-led climate action and to take part in interactive 
workshops and activities. For more information about attending, including details on creche 
facilities and SCCAN's travel and access fund, please contact info@sccan.scot. 

https://scvo.scot/events/a1vP100000405oeIAA/running-village-and-community-halls-your-new-handbook
https://scvo.scot/events/a1vP100000405oeIAA/running-village-and-community-halls-your-new-handbook
https://scvo.scot/support/village-community-halls
https://scvo.scot/support/village-community-halls
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccan-annual-gathering-glasgow-surviving-thriving-tickets-798822027187?aff=oddtdtcreator&mc_cid=dddc3da23f&mc_eid=92e4226bb5&mc_cid=73b5a446f0&mc_eid=addad9b3aa
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccan-annual-gathering-glasgow-surviving-thriving-tickets-798822027187?aff=oddtdtcreator&mc_cid=dddc3da23f&mc_eid=92e4226bb5&mc_cid=73b5a446f0&mc_eid=addad9b3aa
https://sccan.scot/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/quality-standards-in-volunteering-tickets-152491994661?aff=oddtdtcreator&mc_cid=73b5a446f0&mc_eid=addad9b3aa
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/assets-for-people-and-place-2983909
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/assets-for-people-and-place-2983909
https://dtascommunityownership.org.uk/about-coss
https://dtascommunityownership.org.uk/about-coss
https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/music-as-medicine-using-playlists-in-procedure-and-appointments-for-patients-with-dementia/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=ap_yeholuggqk&mc_cid=34b7a847da&mc_eid=5d79e7f37e
https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/music-as-medicine-using-playlists-in-procedure-and-appointments-for-patients-with-dementia/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=ap_yeholuggqk&mc_cid=34b7a847da&mc_eid=5d79e7f37e
https://generationsworkingtogether.org/events/playlist-for-life-and-intergenerational-connections-20032024
https://generationsworkingtogether.org/events/playlist-for-life-and-intergenerational-connections-20032024
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/2420at20093A30207C20Eventbrite/nlq9xy/1650536449/h/Q-wX-enf4cJKV87cdRiCSl_XRAtvntaAz9Jcgr-UH3s
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/2420at20093A30207C20Eventbrite/nlq9xy/1650536449/h/Q-wX-enf4cJKV87cdRiCSl_XRAtvntaAz9Jcgr-UH3s
mailto:info@sccan.scot
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All sessions are free to participate in and are funded through the Shetland Community Led Local 
Development Fund 2023/24. 

 
 
Local Energy Scotland:  
 
INTRODUCTION TO SHARED OWNERSHIP, WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2024, 1PM TO 2PM, 
ON ZOOM 
This Local Energy Scotland online event is for community groups and other organisations 
interested in shared ownership.  Shared ownership gives community groups the chance to make 
an investment in a commercially owned renewable energy project. This provides an opportunity 
for income as well as many other benefits. In this session we’ll introduce you to shared ownership, 
how it works, and the support available from the Scottish Government’s Community and 
Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) that could help you explore opportunities in your area. We’ll 
have our Shared Ownership Manager and Specialist on hand to answer any questions you have. 
 
Please email Christina Hinds to book your space. Please include ‘Shared Ownership event – 
Wednesday 20 March’ in the subject line and remember to include the name of your organisation 
in your email. 
 
STRUCTURES FOR COMMUNITY SHARED OWNERSHIP, WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH 2024, 
1PM TO 2PM, ON ZOOM 
Join this online event with Burness Paull, to hear more about the advantages of different types of 
structures for setting up a body to invest. This will give you a good understanding of why groups 
sometimes set up a Company, a Community Benefit Society, or other types or organisation for 
shared ownership. This event are free, but you’ll need to book in advance.   
 
Please email Christina Hinds to book your space. Please include ‘Shared ownership event – 
Wednesday 27 March’ in the subject line. Please remember to include the name of your 
organisation in your email. 

https://localenergy.scot/introduction-to-shared-ownership-5/
https://localenergy.scot/introduction-to-shared-ownership-5/
https://localenergy.scot/hub/shared-ownership/
mailto:christina.hinds@localenergy.scot
https://localenergy.scot/structures-for-community-shared-ownership/
https://localenergy.scot/structures-for-community-shared-ownership/
mailto:christina.hinds@localenergy.scot
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DEVELOPING A SUCCESSFUL COMMUNITY RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT, THURSDAY 
21 MARCH 11AM – 12NOON 
 
Are you considering developing a community energy project?  We’ll be sharing our expertise on 
supporting communities to develop or own a share in renewable electricity generation projects. 
Attend to find out more about the following topics: 

 Supporting communities to investigate sustainable solutions. 

 Empowering communities to understand project feasibility and overcome 
complexities. 

 Enabling community ownership through innovative business models 

 
CONFERENCE: ALL-ENERGY AND DCARBONISE 2024, WEDNESDAY 15 AND THURSDAY 
16 MAY, GLASGOW 
 
The conference will take place over two days at Glasgow’s SEC. All-Energy offers an opportunity 
to meet, network and make connections with the renewable energy community with two days of 
uninterrupted business. 
 

 
SCVO: PLANNING BETTER ENDINGS, 23 APRIL, 1PM – 2PM, ONLINE 
In Scotland around 800 new charities are set up every year, and 600 wind up. The signs are that 
this will be no different in 2024, and organisational closures may be on the increase. Endings are 
inevitable, whether through choice or necessity. But better endings, to a project, or an 
organisation, can be achieved with enough time, planning and funding. 
 
The Decelerator, a free support service for charities and voluntary sector organisations. They offer 
information, tools, and hands-on support to help organisations anticipate and design closures, 
mergers, and project endings. 
 

 
VILLAGE HALLS WEEK – 18 -24 MARCH 2024 
Scottish Rural and Islands Parliament is joining with ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural 
England) to celebrate Village Halls Week, which runs from 18th to 24th March 2024. You can find 
out more on ACRE's website and we'll be adding more to the SRA website soon on how to get 
involved! 
 

 
THE FUTURE IS PEER ONLINE EVENT, WED, 20 MAR 2024 11:00 - 16:00 GMT 
Scottish Recovery Network are hosting an online event live from their studio for The Future is 
Peer, sharing ideas on how to bring peer support to more people and places. Highlights will 
include an online workshop, first access to two films, and organizations from around the country 
sharing info about their peer support work. This event is ideal for those involved in developing, 
managing and delivering peer support including peer workers and volunteers. This online event 
will coincide with their sold-out in-person event and is completely free. 
 

 
SIC COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WINTER POP-INS 
  
Held on Wednesdays, from 10 January until 20 March: 10 am – 12 noon 
Pop along for hot drinks, board games, wellbeing activities & crafts and good company. Starting 
10 January at the Lerwick Jubilee Flower Park Pavillion. 
 
 
 

https://localenergy.scot/developing-a-successful-community-renewable-energy-project/
https://localenergy.scot/developing-a-successful-community-renewable-energy-project/
https://localenergy.scot/join-us-at-all-energy-2024/
https://localenergy.scot/join-us-at-all-energy-2024/
https://scvo.scot/events/a1vP1000004amOoIAI/better-endings-when-is-the-right-time-to-think-about-closure-or-merger
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/Y-uS8ZStnWE55uyGCECzTqsYD2eojA/nmdp7c/1654056253/h/9vLXwCub61kbci-0mZj2jEET-SSP_j-VT9Id1GTfWt4
https://acre.org.uk/village-halls-week-2024/
https://scot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0d6cea1b22fc4edc4d31a6fa&id=a09721eed1&e=ee3ded4093
https://scot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0d6cea1b22fc4edc4d31a6fa&id=739619a894&e=ee3ded4093
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-future-is-peer-live-on-air-tickets-825384456127?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Held on Thursdays, from 11 January until 28 March: 3 pm – 5. 30 pm 
Pop along for hot drinks, board games, after school snacks and good company. Starting 11 
January 2024 in St Ringans Hub, Lower Hillhead, Lerwick.  
  
If you would like support to attend the above pop-ins, or would like more information about each of 
these, please contact Joanne.Fraser3@shetland.gov.uk or telephone 01595 743889. 
 

 

 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES/ VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
No Updates 
 

 
 

 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT NEWS 

 
REPORTS 
 

 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY (SCOTLAND) BILL REPORT  
The Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee published its stage 1 report on the Circular 
Economy (Scotland) Bill on 28 February. In its report, the committee calls for systems-wide change 
to deliver a circular economy and says the Scottish Government must look at additional opportunities 
to act. 
 

 
REPORT ON MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES  
A report published by the Public Audit Committee raises concerns over significant pressure on 
Scotland’s adult mental health services. 
 

 
CALLS FOR VIEWS: THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT IS OPEN TO HEARING YOUR VIEWS ON A 
RANGE OF TOPICS, INCLUDING: 
 

 
FAIR WORK FIRST -  BUSINESS & REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT – SURVEY 
Deadline: 12 March 2024 
Scottish Government is carrying out a Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment (BRIA) on the 
mandatory Fair Work First Conditionality that was added to public sector grants awarded from 1 July 
2023 - payment of the real Living Wage and provision of mechanisms of Effective Voice.  The FWF 
BRIA SURVEY aims to capture views on the impact of the requirements, which will inform Minister’s 
policy position on conditionality going forward. We are seeking input from organisations that have 
experience of applying for or awarding public sector grants.  
 

 
LEARNING DISABILITIES, AUTISM AND NEURODIVERGENCE (LDAN) BILL 
Closes: 21 April 2024 
 

mailto:Joanne.Fraser3@shetland.gov.uk
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsj82OnDAQhJ-muYFMGxg4cFh2wi1_yimnqDE9g7XYRnYTMnn6aEarRBvtsbu-r6Sae2UudcZ9eVKdLkvddtnSky5Ppwt1pJDQXAi5pdYonKZG02zqzPaosFJalWVTaVUXlZra-kLTqdWlqVuGSnk-UrFRXC059lIkEyRb-0VkS6CfAEfA8TiO_xnA0SzkJo45-Tk3wTkrwpzuwZtjj5G9PKgt8k8b9vQWT5ySDT5vcs-S_-YYcvYcr7eHI5F82kKUfxLocRf3w5DbyF496DMP-7qyWA84lIDDR4pmARzu-wGbBx28sBfQ5_cmv0KOZ7u7e6Eju74-U9ijYdDnbyaI2HQv_vJXBxyeQ9xCJGHAYQjzDbA5tny1_sX6mX-BPpddFnu6cVqoWPaZoFJpYVnJz0WI10z6D8nUT9_3F8Dnuh0_f_3UmfVPAAAA__-YuKn5
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsjz2PnDAQhn_N0IHssQ3eguLYPbpcPpukiYw9LNYZG2Gjy_37iOSUJleMRnr1Po9mXM_srCrqeccugnOhL9XSd0pJOzmUykgnL3pGEkbN0uIkUDpb-R4ZSiYY560UTDWSTVrNZuq04FZpAskiveRmM3vwZqVYmmxTqUK_lLJlEA-AI-Do_N0XE7ZjCt6a4lP8jwEcr2ldfSlEGXD8Qlvaz_Tpx-M3wPG85FznaMCxtXrqTMtqpTusJem51jTNtZIzt4qbjnMOYjzK-tOadTP-HkHcaDhCoOIj4MABhw9mtwvg8Nfe_mmnWCgWELf3XnsrreT8sZ7C1fjwFuZ07JZA3L7aVIrPp_jTPxxwuKZ9S7spBDgMyb0Cti9bHXx89tHRLxA3ZNXem1fKi2mWwxmQLC9UgomuSfu9Kv1jturh-_EMeFV6_Pj56WLD7wAAAP__IjCYJA
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsz72OnTAQBeCnGTqQfzDXFBTL3tDlT6lSRYM9LNYaG9lG5L59xGqTItp29J2jM3ZgZlEVDfzGesm51H21DsyS4tQtupNm0fY2K92jNreWzcR6hZUbBBMtk4zzrpVMNS2btVpwvmnJjdIELQt05mbH5B1uFEqTTSyVH9ZS9gzyCcQEYjrP838DYpqd97nGYGuPZ_57ADEZl8zhMdVkYojbo74C_oKXADkdZftlcNvRvQSQdxoP76m4AGLkIMbPmMwKYrzWg-jedAyFQgF5_2jwO9rIumO7Cjd0_v2Y45EMgbz_MLEUl6_ib__iIMbnmPaYsBCIcYz2AaI799q78OqCpd8g74JXacAH5RWb9bAILcsrvX3UxPRSleFTNurp5_EK4lnp6ev3L73xfwIAAP__no-P-g
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsz72OnTAQBeCnGTqQfzDXFBTL3tDlT6lSRYM9LNYaG9lG5L59xGqTItp29J2jM3ZgZlEVDfzGesm51H21DsyS4tQtupNm0fY2K92jNreWzcR6hZUbBBMtk4zzrpVMNS2btVpwvmnJjdIELQt05mbH5B1uFEqTTSyVH9ZS9gzyCcQEYjrP838DYpqd97nGYGuPZ_57ADEZl8zhMdVkYojbo74C_oKXADkdZftlcNvRvQSQdxoP76m4AGLkIMbPmMwKYrzWg-jedAyFQgF5_2jwO9rIumO7Cjd0_v2Y45EMgbz_MLEUl6_ib__iIMbnmPaYsBCIcYz2AaI799q78OqCpd8g74JXacAH5RWb9bAILcsrvX3UxPRSleFTNurp5_EK4lnp6ev3L73xfwIAAP__no-P-g
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsj7GO1DAQhp9m0mXljO3EW6S47JIOOKCiQhN7srHOsaPY0XFvjwInGihGI_36v08zrhd21hX3TSeusmmkuVZLT51s26uW82zNNKnJkFJsrDGonG1nUfkeBSohRdO0Sgp9UWIyeqapM7Kx2jAoEfk1Xzbag6eVY7lkm0oV-qWULYN8AhwBR-cfvlDYjil4S8Wn-A8DON7SuvpSmDPg-JW3tJ_p8-k47zjXOQZwtIKcFky1VkrVSiPVU9tRTWg0k-7UPLd1A3I8yvrD0rqRf0SQdx6OELj4CDg0gMNH2u0COPzxt7_bKRaOBeT9f6-9l1Z2_lhP4Uo-vIc5HbtlkPdvNpXi8yl-_osDDre0b2mnwoDDkNwbYPu61cHHFx8d_wR5R13tPb1xXuiyHI5AibxwCRTdJe2PqvQfstVP348XwJs24-cvn642_AoAAP__QNaYPQ
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsz01vnDAQBuBfM9xAxgYWDhxCttz6pZ56qgZ7NljxB7LHpfn31UZRq1Q9zswzr_SaWehbX9HcXsSk2laNU7XP1NN2GaUSE-IwGDVukxzFDYehl_qGXWVnKWQnlGjboVOibzqxjf0Nt8uoWt2PBJ0IdObmwOQsegrcZB25cvPOfGRQDyBXkOt5nv8akKve0W-Uagym1tF7y0yU74d3Q0mJAr-qI9FPG0t-zzPlbGOoh_oom7O6xmIs_zWg1sL-h0Z_oH0KoK60FOeIbQC5tCCXj5j0DnK51wU5vOoYmAKDuv6v4RvyZGzx90CP1r0tcyxJE6jrNx2Zbb4Hf_nzDnJ5jOmICZlALks0LyCH86idDc82GPoF6iqHKs34QnnHZi8GoRN5J3YYTBPTU8Xzh6z7h-_lGeRjP66fv36atPsdAAD__7FHorM
https://forms.office.com/e/Vi1Aq5jPGe
https://forms.office.com/e/Vi1Aq5jPGe
https://forms.office.com/e/Vi1Aq5jPGe
https://consult.gov.scot/mental-health-unit/learning-disabilities-autism-neurodivergence-bill/
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Views are being sought on proposals to better protect, respect and champion the rights of people 
with learning disabilities, autistic and neurodivergent people.  There is an explanation of how to 
respond and the consultation paper is provided in alternative formats, including: Easy Read, audio, 
British Sign Language, child-friendly version with an accompanying adult’s guide, and a summary 
version. You can also request paper copies. You can also submit a response in writing, audio, video, 
or BSL video by sending via email to LDAN.Bill@gov.scot. 
 

 
JUDICIAL FACTORS (SCOTLAND) BILL 
Closes date: 15 March 2024 
 
The Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee is seeking your views on the Judicial Factors 
(Scotland) Bill. A judicial factor is an individual appointed by the court to manage the property of 
those who, for whatever reason, are unable or unwilling to do so.  
 

 
SCOTLAND’S COMMISSIONER LANDSCAPE: A STRATEGIC APPROACH 
Closing date: 11 March 2024 
 
The  Finance and Public Administration Committee is looking for your views on Scotland's approach 
to commissioners. The committee would like to hear whether a more coherent, strategic approach is 
needed for creating any future commissioners.  
 

 
DELIVERING NET ZERO FOR SCOTLAND'S BUILDINGS - HEAT IN BUILDINGS BILL: 
CONSULTATION 
Closes: 8 March 2024 
 
The Scottish Government is seeking your views on proposals for greener and warmer buildings in 
Scotland. The Heat in Buildings Bill: consultation is open for responses until Friday 8 March 2024. 
 
Clean heating systems will replace polluting heating systems in Scotland’s homes and buildings by 
2045 under proposals published by the Scottish Government. 
 
Under legislation to be introduced in 2025, those buying new homes or buildings would be asked to 
move to a “clean” heating system, such as a heat pump or connection to a heat network, within a 
fixed period of time following that purchase. Minimum energy efficiency standards for Scotland’s 
homes could also be introduced to make them warmer and less expensive to heat. 
 

 
SUICIDE PREVENTION STRATEGY 
Closes: 29 March 2024 
 
The Equalities Human Rights and Civil Justice Committee is running a short inquiry into the Scottish 
Government and COSLA’s Suicide Prevention Strategy 2022-2032 and would welcome your views.  
 

 

mailto:LDAN.Bill@gov.scot
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJx8j01znDAMhn-NuC1jZEzgwCEO5djPU3vJGFsEN8Zm_NHt_vsOmUxPOzlKevVIjxmZXkVFY_PAOLY9clFto2p7EmuD7QNf125ljEQ_9O3Q6GVoxCAqOyJD3iBig5xhW5NgfGGqbxtkPet6aJmna6oPFZ1VO_lcJx1y5cYt5yMBfwScAedbKPGPvZMEnM3hIuD8uxirrXKXVekcYrqcY6e8uSzWOcBZB5-Ky88n56TyueT9Wav9UPbFA59-6JCzTRug_Pr_CqAkWZyjbD2gRASUE2naF4pnzZADdm-k4PO5wKd7Su-hnYwtO_CJdmXdezOFEjV98MFTiEeIKhOglMHcALvrcXHWv1pv6C_wCYcqjupGaVP1VoyClqWN3vzrEF-qPH5KWjz-LK-AT98-i0X-un7_8i8AAP__Rv2bTg
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJx8kMuO2zAMRb-G3jmQScuTjRfjcbPsc9VuCkZiYmH0MCS57vx9kWDQYoqiy0ueSxzQjspcdCNj96AI-yOSbpbRkB40YcestVIWUYsVoUuv8MES2saNqJA6ROyQFPYH0YrOio99h-qohiP0KspeDitn7zhIrIdiUm38uNS6FqBHwBPgad_3vxnAk1k4nCW3HG1rUgiuVpFyW7wJW84S651as_xwaStv8SKluBTbobXi5cpVbLumXXK5lzzvbZZLyuFPDei01fDdcFjZXSPQ_MWkWl1ZAKePv00BJ5k276W6CDghAk6zGLlp37JCAhzul1KstwLN_3rIKxTEui0AzRLY-ddhSVs28h-Dp5TXlLkK4DQl-wI47GvrXXx20cpPoJlUk0d-kbLwYdksQ6_KItVztIeUr00d3xWjH79uz4BPn97r8_Rt__zhVwAAAP__WVyzFw
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJzMkb2OnTAQRp9m6C6yx9hAQbHsDUWqSKlSRYN_FmvBRrbJhrePuNqkug-Q9ujM6EifGZh2srIDb5nCruVNVy0Dmb5jjVOt5lzyHlXfzEb2JIyaheup8gMybBhHxZXoWVOTtjOjTrrOSacUQcOC_cj1Tmn1tNlQ6qxjqdZhKWXPIF4AJ8DpjEf65Z-YgJPzgYK2gNMFVgom33TcNp-zj8Gm2wNp2i8FxHSU7aembSf_FkDc7Xisqy0-AI4cAcevFA5KJ-B4xQOqx0EMxYYC4v6s91ParPHHdv3cyK-fMMcjaQvi_l3HUnxeAMdv_84Bx9eY9pioWMBxjOYEVB_7bfXh3Qdjf4O4C_W34nk2qv8yu2FVGui0eaF6Ocw1dl7sY6E6preqDF-yli8_jnfAV-7mrtVSEErn2Cwb12oru-5PAAAA__9wBtOg
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJzMkr9u3DAMh5-G3nywKUt2Bw9xrjd0KtCpU0FLVCzEkgz96fXevrg0DZAiD9BR4vcjPhI0c6etbHjux07hNPbD1GyzJDMxGdOv02gtjn1ntVpXqdCKUa-mcTN2OHQ9ql6JT91wIs1rR5O0k5VWKYKhC3zNp4PS7shzKKesY2n2eSvlyCAeAC-Al-v1-i8DeNEb-ZVTS8G0OnrvSmHO98K7R02JQ3mhjsQ_Xaz5PZ45ZxdDq1rrAgXNf9i67k63ZLwLLpdE5c68BUFcavE_NPmD3FMAceal7jsXFwCXHgGXLxQqpRvgcl8DoHoJxFA4FBDnjyZ_hTwbV_29pye3v37mWJNmEOdvOpbi8ga4fH2LAy6PMR0xUWHAZYnmBqiuR7u78OyC4V8gzmL8a_GxNqr_UnvomzTTjfNGp62a-9nkjctOwZxiemrK_Dlr-fC9PgM-9nadRi0FobS2W-VgR81ymn4HAAD__xwC8ME
https://www.gov.scot/publications/delivering-net-zero-scotlands-buildings-consultation-proposals-heat-buildings-bill/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/delivering-net-zero-scotlands-buildings-consultation-proposals-heat-buildings-bill/
https://email.localenergy.scot/2PT0-1FM9R-8SKW3P-Z08X2-1/c.aspx
https://email.localenergy.scot/2PT0-1FM9R-8SKW3P-Z08X3-1/c.aspx
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsjz1v3DAMQH8NvZ0hUf4cPMS5eusXOnUKFIl3ViNLhkQl9b8vXASZwpF4fHi0kzC3tqJJ9mJUUqphrNZJylEp7FFLaenWW1QkunNE3-gRTeUmFNgIJaTsGiXauhHPQ3vTz_2gpGkHgkYEesv1rpN3eqPAdTaRKz-tzHsG9QC4AC5HLOnVfUICLrQm8wdwycUZZ-myJ3qlwC6GS-akme4H4GJiyMXz02k5nWopvD0Zve3a3QOoK83Fe2IXAGcJOH_VyayA8_kBYPefjoEpMKjrZ9Hv0EbWle0Ubtr592WOJRkCdf1lIrPLp_jHxzng_BjTHs9YwHmO9gDs3vaLd-HFBUt_QV2brkqTPiivul6L1dCIvBJ7HWwd073i6Us27cPv8gL42A7L95_fRuP_BQAA__8ha5EZ
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxskEtvnEAMxz-NubGaB-zCgUPIlltf6qmnygwmTDMPOuMJzbevNo1aperR9s8_y_9lEGZtKxrkRfRaSt311TZcdL8KbKmVzdysfTfPS09yxbmTiL3Eyg5KqEZoIeW50aI9NWLu2hXnS6elaTuCRgQ68mnH5Cx6CnzKJnLlho15z6DvQE2gpuM4_mVATWZDP1OqMSy1id5bZqJ8G7wpSkoU-IXaEz3ZWPJbPFPONob6XNOPgs6ypVxvxWOok33YOP--YJ-sq7-XzNbQXwHoqbD_ZtDvaB8C6CuNxTliG0CNEtT4HpPZQI23LECdX-gYmAKDvv7v_VfI02KLvwk9WvfazLEkQ6CvX0xktvkm_vRnHdR4H9MeEzKBGse4PIM6H3vtbHi0YaGfoK_NpUoDPlPe8LSVBaEReSN2GJZTTA8VD--yae--lkdQ9203ffz8oTfuVwAAAP__90Cufg

