SHETLAND HALLS ASSOCIATION





CONSTITUTION








1.	Name





	The name of the association shall be “The Shetland Halls Association”, hereinafter referred to as, SHA.





2.	Purpose and objectives





The purpose/objectives of the Association shall be to promote the benefit of the inhabitants of Shetland without distinction of sex or of political, religious or other opinions by advancing education and in the interest of social welfare, providing or assisting in the provision of facilities for recreation and other leisure time occupation so that the conditions of life of the afore mentioned inhabitants may be improved and in furtherance thereof:-





i.	to support halls/community centres (hereinafter referred to as halls) throughout Shetland;





ii.	to be a collective voice for halls in Shetland and lobby on issues important to them;





iii.	to access resources for the benefit of all halls; and





iv.	to liase with other organisations as appropriate in furtherance of SHA’s purpose and objectives.	





3.	Membership





	Membership of SHA shall be open to all hall committees in Shetland.  Halls that are members of the association may send representatives to a meeting of SHA.  Membership fees will be fixed at the AGM.





4.	Meetings





i.	Annual General Meeting  


	An AGM will be held not less than 15 months after the last one.  Notice of the AGM must be advertised in the local press 14 days before the meeting.  The AGM will be open to anyone eligible to be a member of SHA.   The following business will be covered at the AGM:-





	a) 	receive Chairperson’s report 





	b) receive Treasurer’s report





	c) 	elect new office bearers





	d) appoint auditor





	e)	any other business deemed necessary	





ii.	Extraordinary General Meeting





	An EGM will be convened (in terms of clause 4i herein) as soon as possible by the management committee (but not more than 21 days) after receipt of a written request for such a meeting from no less than eight management committee members or two member halls.





iii.	Rules for procedure at all meetings





	a)	Voting: All questions arising at any meeting shall be decided by a 	majority of those present and entitled to vote.  Each hall committee 	


is entitled to one vote.  In the case of an equality of votes the Chairman shall have a second or casting vote.     





	b)	Quorum: One sixth of the member organisations shall form a 	Quorum at committee meetings.





	c)	Minutes: Minutes shall be kept by the committee of all proceedings 	and resolutions shall be recorded.





5.	Management Committee





	The management will consist of a Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer who will be annually elected at the AGM, and a representative from each member hall.





6.	Finance





	SHA shall have the power to fundraise.  The Treasurer shall keep an annual record of accounts and be responsible for the paying in and out of money from the account.  A bank account shall be held in the name of SHA and shall have a minimum of three signatories.  The accounts shall be audited annually by someone independent of the organisation.





	All monies raised by or on behalf of the Association shall be applied to further the purpose and objectives of the Association and for no other purpose provided that nothing herein contained shall prevent the payment in good faith of reasonable and proper remuneration to any employee of the Association and fees to professional and technical advisers or the repayment to members of the management committee of reasonable out of pocket expenses.





7.	Dissolution





	If a majority of members decide, upon whatever grounds, that it is necessary and advisable to dissolve SHA it will call a meeting to discuss such a course of action.  Such a meeting will require 21 days notice and shall be advertised throughout Shetland.  If a majority of those hall representatives present at such a meeting approve dissolution then the management committee will have the power to dispose of any assets held in the name of SHA.  Any assets remaining after the satisfaction of any proper debts and liabilities shall be awarded to a local charitable organisation with similar objectives.





8.	Alterations to the constitution





	Any proposal to alter this constitution must be approved by a majority of the management committee or supported in writing by not less than six halls eligible to be members of SHA and in this latter case delivered to the Chairperson not less than 14 days prior to the date upon which it is to be considered.  The management committee must then call an Extraordinary or Annual General Meeting as appropriate.





	Any resolution to alter this constitution will only be effective if approved by a simple majority of those present at an Annual or Extraordinary General Meeting.





	This constitution was adopted as the constitution of Shetland Halls Association at a meeting in ................................................ on ...............................


	and is certified as a true copy.
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